GREWELTHORPE BRANCH of THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

2017 CHAIRMAN'’S REPORT

The Branch signed up two new members during 2017: Major Paul Reynolds, still serving in
the British Army as a Medical Support Officer, joined in January followed by Mr Robin Dant
later in the year. The addition of these new members brings the current membership to 27.

The Kirkby Malzeard Sub-Branch currently has 10 members and is in the process of
recruiting a new member which should bring the combined total of the two Branches to 38.

Last December the Chairman was very pleased to visit Lister House with Roger James and
Ted Threapleton together with several members of staff and students from the Jennyruth
Workshops, to present the Bird Boxes and Feeding tables to the Home. The Secretary
announced to the residents that it was our intention to install a bird cam in one of the boxes
so they could view the activities of the birds on the large TV in their lounge. The item was
subsequently set up and tested and worked well — now all that is needed is for a pair of
bluetits to move in.

Staying with Lister House, the Chairman was pleased to report that 3 of the members: Rod
Macaulay, Dom Riley and Ted Threapleton became certified RBL Volunteers during the
period and have supported several events at Lister House by manning the bar during the 6-
Nations rugby matches being shown on the TV and during musical afternoons for the
residents. The volunteer status of the members also entitles them to drive the Lister House
minibus but sadly due to the resignation of the Events Coordinator and the long-term
absence of the Matron, it has not been possible to make use of this very useful facility. A
replacement for the role of Events Coordinator has been identified and is currently
undergoing the DBS vetting process and the Matron is now back at work full time so it is
hoped things will pick up in the near future.

A resignation of a different kind also caused us a few headaches this year in the form of the
individual who took on the grass cutting task at Sharow Graveyard. It was all going to plan
with County HQ agreeing to pay the bills but sadly the poor chap doing the work was
overwhelmed with other commitments to his family farm and he just simply stopped going
to Sharow. Luckily the Grewelthorpe Mower Display Team otherwise known as the ‘Green
Marrows’ was able to reform and rescue the situation. The site has since had one more cut
and was in good order in time for Remembrance Weekend. The Chairman was pleased to
report that we have managed to secure the services of Joe Simms from Grewelthorpe who
will pick up the task in the Spring.

The Annual Dinner was held in May at the Masham Golf Club which once again proved to be
a successful venue with a total of 39 members and guests enjoying an excellent meal, a well-



run raffle and the President’s customary address. Paul Reynolds was inaugurated into the
Branch and both the Grewelthorpe and Kirkby Malzeard Standards were on display.

The Branch was disappointed that for the first time in many years, the application for tickets
to the Royal Festival of Remembrance evening performance was refused due to heavy
demand for tickets and the fact that the Branch has had quite a few successful applications
in recent years. However, the Grewelthorpe Branch Standard was selected to be paraded at
the event. The Brach Standard Bearer, Dusty Roberts, having previously had the honour of
fulfilling that duty, very kindly agreed that Tony Manning, the deputy Standard Bearer,
should be given the opportunity to go to the Royal Albert Hall.

The Service of Remembrance at St James’ Church, taken by the Reverend Caroline
Falkingham, was well attended and Antony Prince once again played his customary excellent
rendition of the ‘Last Post and Reveille’ on the trumpet; once during the Service in the
Church and later at the War Memorial in the graveyard. The Chairman wished to record his
thanks to Anthony for his continued support of this very important annual Branch event.

The result of the 2017 Branch Poppy Appeal saw a 24% increase on the previous year raising
a magnificent total of £2,564.02 Once again Tony Hill made a significant individual effort as
a collector around the village and as the organiser of the Poppy Appeal Quiz and Raffle held

at The Crown Inn. The Kirkby Malzeard Sub-Branch raised a total of £2,305.00

One of the major discussion points for the Branch during the year was the Great Pilgrimage
90 which will take place in August 2018 to mark the 90t Anniversary of the original historic
event in 1928. Two members from the Grewelthorpe Branch and the Kirkby Malzeard Sub-
Branch will attend the pilgrimage to parade the Branch Standards and lay wreaths at the
Menin Gate in Ypres in support of the event.

The Chairman, Mr David Hartley, then announced with great sadness that he was resigning
as Chairman with immediate effect and he thanked the Members for their support
throughout his time as Chairman.

Mr Rod Macaulay was elected as the new Chairman and placed on record his thanks to
David for his outstanding stewardship of the Branch over the past 18 years.
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