
Grewethorpe Sports and Social Association report for the year 2020  

 

As with most other organisations this last year has been a very different one for the GSSA.  

On the 8th of March 2020 we organised a swimming event at Northallerton pool, where members of 

the village could go and have full use off the pool for an hour for £2. We had 30 swimmers so its 

definitely something we will look into doing again.  This was the last event we had before the March 

COVID-19 lockdown.  

 In the middle of March, we were asked to help with the community action group in the village, 

helping to deliver leaflets asking what help people in the village needs or would like.    

Then following government guidelines, we had to cancel all of the events we had panned, including 

helping with the VE celebrations in the village, the flea market at easter, the summer Gala, the 

village bonfire and other children’s parties and bus trips.    

In September we normally hold our AGM in the village café.  This year, with government restrictions 

not allowing us to gather in groups off more than six, we decided as a group to postpone our AGM 

and continue with the group as we were until we were able to hold a face-to-face meeting.  

In December, due to all off the restrictions around COVID-19 we were all needing a bit of Christmas 

cheer.  The GSSA decided to organise a visit from Santa to the children in the village and the 

surrounding area, on Saturday the 19th of December.  The Himalayan gardens very kindly offered us 

the use of a vehicle (kabota) and Mark Exelby, dressed as an elf, helped out by driving it on the 

evening.  Thank you.  Prior to the even a flyer was delivered informing families of the event.  We 

were conscious we had to follow COVID-19 guidelines and were not seen to be encouraging people 

to congregate in an area.  We suggested families stayed within their garden or stood outside their 

house so they were socially distanced.  Santa’s helpers delivered a small gift to all off the children.  

Because it had been a tough year, with no events on, we decided to give a gift to all of the young 

people who came out.  Santa’s helpers wore face masks and used hand sanitiser: gifts were placed 

on walls etc for the families to collect.  It was suggested that gifts be placed under the Christmas tree 

till Christmas day so that the 72 hour guidance on handling items was encouraged.  Santa’s route 

included going down the Hutts, through the village, down the Ripon road and then back through the 

village, up Nutwith Lane, down Jennys lane and back towards the village calling in at the farms on 

route where we knew children lived.  I think Santa’s visit was well received by all and brought some 

Christmas cheer to both old and new residents of the Grewelthorpe area.   

After Christmas the government brought back the lockdown restrictions, so we have again had to 

put on hold any plans for holding a meeting to discuss the AGM and planning of further events.  

As a group we hope that as we move forward into spring, restrictions will be lifted and we can hold a 

safe face-to-face meeting and start planning to hold events for both the children and the adults in 

the village and surrounding area.  

We always welcome new members to the GSSA, and if anyone is interested in joining please don’t 

hesitate to contact any member off the association!  

Lucy Harrison, secretary off the GSSA     


