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Covid restrictions continued to dominate our church services and community,
with communion services slimmed down and Zoom being the main provider for
services each Sunday morning. News of services and church news continued
being distributed online with paper copies being sent to those not on the
internet. We were eager to allow individuals into church for private prayer- a
sign displayed on the gate advising this.

From April, onwards both Anglican and Methodist services resumed cautiously,
although face masks continued to be the norm and encouraged. In line with
other churches in the benefice the start time for our services was changed to
10.30am.

We really felt that life was returning to some normality when after a little
deliberation we held our boules competition on the green in front of Liz Wittons
house on July. This was such a memorable evening for many, as probably the
first village event for some time. As always a delicious supper was served!

Our link with Grewelthorpe School has been maintained as much as possible,
and we were grateful to the pupils with their help in producing a Christmas card
which was distributed to village residents. We were also joined by some pupils at
our Harvest service.

Not only thrilled at being able to have our Harvest service, but also our
Methodist led Harvest supper and auction.

Autumn Lunches returned in church held over a 6 week period. Homemade
soup, delicious desserts, tea and coffee were served. We welcomed growing
numbers each week. People really embraced some normality and it was lovely to
see the church bustling.

G Club which is aimed at primary aged children returned in November. The
Christmas party was attended by 12 children who all had a very exciting time.
Held monthly the children listen to stories, take part in crafts, singing and games
linked to a biblical theme.

Revd Kathy Couchman our house of duty minister moved into the house on
Hazel Close and has provided valuable help and support to our existing vicar
Re’vd Ian Kitchen and, in fact to all the congregation.

We were also able to hold the traditional Remembrance service in Church, with
the local branch of the Royal British Legion in attendance. Unlike last year this
service was held inside.



Revd Ian Pruden our Methodist minister led some Quiet days in church.
We were pleased to see the return of both our Carol and Christingle services.

Unfortunately, a very large conifer by the church porch was blown down during
the period between Christmas and the New Year. This was dealt with very
quickly and church life was not too disrupted.

We have supported the Ripon City of Sanctuary, whose charity supports refugee
work with a donation of £503 from our Harvest collections. Also the children
society benefited from our carol singing around the village. We also sent a
donation to the Woodland Trust.

Many of you look forward to the annual Epiphany event held in church, which is
a celebration featuring brilliant talent in the village. Of course not forgetting the
supper served afterwards. After a lot of deliberation we decided not to hold this
on the 6™ January 2022, but to wait for Covid cases to decline. We are pleased
that this will take place on the 18 March, the same format as in previous years.
A little late, but hopefully, will just be as enjoyable.

We are also planning for our Lent lunches, a jumble sale, Queens jubilee
celebrations including an exhibition in church and, other fundraising and social
events later on in the year. We have recently held some coffee mornings in the
village hall, allowing people to socialise over a coffee.

We have also welcomed the return of ‘The Fountain’, dropping through our letter
boxes each month giving us news about church and village life.

As you can see we started out at the beginning of the year uncertain what lay
ahead, but it would appear that life has returned to some normality. We look
forward with optimism.

As always, we really do appreciate the support from the village and hope that
the church will continue to be an important part of village life.

Judith Beresford

Secretary to St James’ and the Methodist church, Grewelthorpe



